[bookmark: _Toc92788826]INCLUSION HEALTH CHECK: SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES WITH MONEY WORRIES

This exercise will help you identify how inclusive your school community is and will help you identify areas for improvements. We recommend the whole school community works together on this. There is a downloadable version of this Health Check at https://connect.scot/resources/inclusion-health-check-money-worries


Using the tick boxes, mark each one with the following colours:

	GREEN:      Very well implemented

	ORANGE:   Good start

	RED:           Needs improvement



	
INCLUSION: Support for families with money worries
	Very well implemented
	Good start
	Needs Improvement

	[bookmark: _Int_pyZ5OAxm]Our school community recognises financial hardship in its Equality and Fairness policy and approaches; this is also considered in all our policy-making and as we plan our activities
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	The school and Parent Council/PTA are aware of the challenges some families face financially when trying to engage with their child’s learning, and work together to address these and signpost families to support and information
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school community always considers the costs of events and activities and makes sure all families can join in when planning these
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school community has a school uniform policy which is inclusive and responsive to families and children’s needs eg families in financial hardship, children with additional support needs 
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school holds additional equipment, uniform, PE kit, etc so all children and young people can participate
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school and Parent Council signpost families to local uniform banks and exchanges (see Connect’s webpage of links https://connect.scot/resources/school-uniform-and-clothing-banks) 
	  
 ☐  
  
	
   ☐  

	
   ☐  
 

	Our school community has a supportive behaviour policy which recognises that irregular school attendance or challenging behaviour may be a sign of hardship and family stress and has appropriate dialogue and positive relationship-based approaches to families in place
	

☐
	

☐
	

☐

	Our school community recognises that transport costs can be a worry for young people and their families; arrangements are in place so families know how to discuss this in confidence with staff and how to access help
	

☐
	

☐
	

☐

	Our school has spare paper/pens/pencils/ essential equipment for use at school or home
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school offers guidance and support for families to access free school meals (uniform grants, for instance) and also offers to help with completing paperwork
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school has a homework and remote learning policy which recognises some children and young people may not have access to the internet, IT or other equipment /materials; this is reflected in the homework and remote learning set by teachers and alternative arrangements are offered, eg a homework club, supply of equipment including a dongle or MiFi/SIM card to access the internet, workbooks
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐

	Our school does not charge for resources that are essential for learning in accordance with Scottish Government policy which stipulates there should be no additional charges eg for music, home economics, workbooks, art etc
	
☐
	
☐
	
☐




	You are welcome to use information from this resource.  However, if you do, please acknowledge Connect.  We welcome your comments and feedback.
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