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Connect’s Annual Lecture and AGM
We’re heading to Dundee’s Discovery Centre for this year’s
AGM and Annual Lecture on Thursday 14 March 6-9pm.
Connect Members are warmly invited to attend this free
event which is sponsored by Liberty Specialty Markets.
See below for booking details.
The AGM 6-6.30pm
Our Annual Report and accounts
are presented and Directors are
appointed. You can read Director
nominations (after 31 January) on
our website and vote here
http://bit.ly/ConnectNominations

Carol Craig is delivering our Annual
Lecture

Keep in touch!
Our contact details are:
info@connect.scot
0131 474 6199
ConnectScot
@connect_scot
Like and follow us to receive the
latest news from the world of
Scottish education.
See our leaflets and resources
on www.connect.scot
Sign up for our eNewsletters
http://bit.ly/connectenews

Join our Parents’ Voice survey
group

The Annual Lecture 7.30pm
We’re delighted to have Carol
Craig, author and chief executive
of the Centre for Confidence,
delivering our Annual Lecture
on Learning to Cope: How Do
Children Become Resilient? Carol
will be challenging and inspiring us to think about the
importance of children’s negative experiences in developing
their coping skills.
Carol has written extensively on the subject, most recently in
The Golden Mean: Fostering Young People’s Resilience. Carol’s
lecture, which is sponsored by Dundee City Council, will be
followed by a Question and Answer session.
Booking Details
You can book your free place here
http://bit.ly/ConnectAGMAnnualLecture19
We look forward to seeing you there! We’ll summarise Carol’s
lecture on the website and in the next editon of Backchat.

http://bit.ly/Connectparentsvoice

Connect, formerly Scottish
Parent Teacher Council,
connects parents and
educators to improve
children’s learning and lives.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: PARTNERSHIP SCHOOLS YEAR 3,
CONNECT SURVEY REPORTS, DR JANET GOODALL

Reading this as a hard copy? Would you rather receive
it by email? Let us know!

Connect’s Spring programme of Information & Training
Sessions is launched!
Our popular Information & Training Sessions, free to Connect
Members, include several online options on specific
Parent Council/PTA roles as well as sessions on Constitutions,
PVG and Social Media for Parent Councils/PTAs. We are also
running our successful workshops for parents and Parent
Councils with respectme, Scotland’s anti-bullying service again.
Book your free places here https://connect.scot/events

Partnership Schools: Year 3
We have now come to the end of the third year of the Partnership
Schools Scotland (PSS) programme funded by Skills Development
Scotland. Using a model of school, family and community
partnership, we are seeing how this new approach is making a
difference to schools, with more and different families becoming
engaged with children’s learning. There is also evidence that
parents are becoming an important part of the improvement
process in many schools. In 2018, we expanded the programme
to eight local authorities to include Fife, Stirling and North Ayrshire
and 30 schools in total.
The evaluation team at Skills Development Scotland visited three Partnership Schools to find
out how the model had worked and whether it was making a difference to parental
engagement and outcomes for children. The report is available here
http://bit.ly/PSSSDSreview

We are pleased to be working in partnership with the Family Learning Team in North Ayrshire
and look forward to introducing the PSS model into twelve primary and secondary schools in
the coming year. We are also working with Early Years Scotland to involve early years settings
in Glasgow, with the aim of rolling this out across other participating authorities.
We were delighted to see our submission about Maisondieu Primary in Angus published in
Promising Partnership Practices 2018 from the National Network of Partnership Schools team
at Johns Hopkins University in the US. The team at Maisondieu has developed a three-year
strategy to raise awareness of mental well-being and to equip parents/carers and staff to
support themselves and the children. Their work was also recognised and celebrated during
the January 2018 visit by John Swinney, Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary for
Education and Skills. Mr Swinney heard how parents are now part of decision-making and the
school’s improvement planning process.
Finally, we redesigned our Information Session Helping to Support your School which we offer
to our parent group Members. This session presents a simplified version of the PSS
model to help parent groups work in partnership with their school to set goals connected to
their School Improvement Plan.
CONNECT’S PROFESSIONAL LEARNING FOR TEACHERS, SENIOR MANAGEMENT STAFF
AND EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONERS
Our spring programme of professional learning is now available and includes three
courses for teachers and educators: Engaging Families in Children’s Education, Family
Engagement for School Improvement and Evaluation - Assessing the Impact of Family
Engagement. These help to develop a shared understanding of what parental engagement in
children’s learning can look like. For more information, visit http://bit.ly/ConnectPLSpring

No Safe Place: Restraint and
Seclusion in Scotland’s Schools
The recent publication of No Safe Place, the
Children & Young People’s Commissioner’s
damning report on the use of restraint and
seclusion in Scottish schools, highlights the
use of these practices as a form of
behaviour management with scant regard
for the rights or dignity of the children and
young people involved.

Connect is on YouTube!
View our three new short films in which parents and
teachers discuss parental engagement on our YouTube
channel here http://bit.ly/ConnectYT2019

Connect fully supports the Commissioner’s
recommendations for
• clear, consistent policies/procedures for
schools at local authority level
• a rights-based national policy and
guidance on restraint and seclusion in
schools, developed with children and
young people
• the recording of restraint and seclusion
incidents in schools by local authorities
on a standardised national form
• recording forms in schools to include
records of de-escalation techniques
considered and attempted, and the
child’s and parents’/carers’ views.
Read No Safe Place http://bit.ly/CCnosafe

Connect Parents’ Survey on Children’s
Education Transitions (Changes)

Connect’s Survey of Parent Groups’
Experiences of Booking School Lets

Thanks to everyone who took part in our
survey on children and young people’s
education transitions such as changes
between classes, schools or on to work,
college or university.

It is clear that some local authorities are
taking advantage of Parent Councils and
PTAs to boost income through school let
charges. Others have complicated
booking processes which leave parent
groups unsure of whether their events
can go ahead. We call on local
authorities and Scottish Government to
make sure
• parent groups are supported in the
huge financial and social contribution
they make to their schools
• parent groups are not being exploited
• parental engagement and
involvement is properly supported in
practical ways
• the importance of janitors and staff in
arranging school access is recognised.
Read our full survey results here

We are calling on the Scottish Government,
local authorities and schools to improve
transitions by
• making sure parents and children have the
information they need when they need it
• establishing clear communication channels
and contact points for parents
• ensuring schools implement the Scottish
Government’s School Handbook Guidance
• making it obligatory for schools/teachers
to read and act on transition information
• sharing information on positive
behaviour/anti-bullying approaches with
families from the outset, to establish a
shared understanding.
Read our full survey results and report here
http://bit.ly/ConnectPVtransitions

http://bit.ly/Connectlets

Guest Column: Dr Janet Goodall
We ask our new consultant Dr Janet Goodall why
parental engagement in children’s learning is so important

Why did you become
interested in parental
engagement? Firstly,
because I am a parent and
I’ve got two grandchildren.
We have an achievement
gap that just won’t quit.
Schools can’t solve it; but we
can’t keep saying it’s down
to parents without
supporting parents and
school staff.
There’s a lot of parent and
teacher-blaming in wider
society. What should our
focus be? The main thing
parents have to do is love
their children which the vast
majority of parents do. The
main reason teachers go into
education is because they

care about children. That’s
what we have in common,
that’s the basis we need to
start from. We all want the
best for the child.
There is evidence parent
confidence drops for
engaging in their child’s
secondary school life - why?
This is affected by parents’
own experience of education.
If your experience is being
told that you’re not good
enough, you’re never going to
get anywhere, or if your
experience is one of shame,
then you are not going to
be comfortable going into
schools, particularly
secondary schools. School
staff often have to take the
first step to reach out. They
have to meet parents where
they are comfortable. We as
educators are very good at
giving information to parents
and very poor at dialogue.
Read this interview in full here
http://bit.ly/Goodallinterview

Footnotes: Q&A with Connect

Connect in Action:
October to December
Our campaign asking
everyone to rethink
teacher Christmas
gift-giving attracted
much media and
public attention; many
parents felt the pressure
to give was reduced. Over
the winter, we also:
- held Partnership
Schools Scotland
meetings in Angus,
Falkirk, Stirling, West
Lothian, North Ayrshire,
Glasgow
- attended conferences
eg Boys to Men, South
East Improvement
Collaborative, Chartered
Institute of Librarians &
Info Professionals, the
Scottish Child Law
Centre, the Association
of Headteachers &
Deputes of Scotland
- ran Information &
Training Sessions for
parent groups in East
Lothian, Dumfries &
Galloway, Moray, North
Lanarkshire, Orkney,
East Renfrewshire, Perth
& Kinross, Stirling
- delivered five online
sessions for Members.

In this regular column, we answer your questions. Email them to info@connect.scot
Q: My Parent Council is organising a Spring Fayre and we wondered about our
responsibilities around selling home baking and children with allergies.
A: It is a good idea to carry out a risk assessment to obtain any details and advice from
parents of any allergies their children have; the parent group should be aware of these before
any event, and appropriate action should be taken, such as not allowing nuts etc. As your
Parent Council is not a food manufacturer, then it would be difficult for you to provide
labelling. However, we suggest you send out or display a notice to say you cannot guarantee
home baking does not contain nuts. See our new leaflet on allergies to help you here
http://bit.ly/connectallergies

Connect, Mansfield Traquair Centre, 15 Mansfield Place, Edinburgh EH3 6BB
e: info@connect.scot t: 0131 474 6199 www.connect.scot
Connect is a trading name of Scottish Parent Teacher Council Registered Company SC151086 and Scottish Charity SC019168

